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MEDIA INFORMATION  
 

BENTELER receives Volkswagen Group Award 
for successful transformation 
 
 
 Volkswagen Group honors BENTELER with the Volkswagen Group Award.  
 Recognition for successful development of a battery cooling plate. 
 CEO Ralf Göttel: “This award reinforces our commitment to bringing innovative 

solutions into industrial production quickly and reliably.”  
 

 
Paderborn, June 26, 2026. This week, BENTELER was recognized by the 
Volkswagen Group as one of its top partners, receiving the Volkswagen Group 
Award 2026. Each year, the automotive manufacturer presents the award to 
companies that make an outstanding contribution to shared success through 
exceptional performance, innovation, and close collaboration. 

BENTELER received the award in recognition of its successful transformation 
through strategic focus, rapid execution, and the effective combination of new 
technologies with existing strengths, actively driving industrial transformation. 
Particular recognition was given to the development of a battery cooling plate. In its 
citation, the Volkswagen Group also highlighted BENTELER's speed of execution, 
strong systems expertise, and innovative manufacturing approaches, which enabled 
the efficient transfer of new technologies into series production. 

One of the key factors in the project’s success is rapid industrialization. Within just a 
few months, production of the new battery cooling plate is set up, and new 
manufacturing processes, including gas-tight laser welding as a core enabling 
technology, are successfully implemented 

Ralf Göttel, CEO of the BENTELER Group, said: “The Volkswagen Group Award is 
a strong endorsement of BENTELER's capabilities. It reinforces our commitment to 
working with customers to bring innovations into industrial production quickly, 
reliably, and with the highest quality. My sincere thanks go to all our colleagues 
whose dedication, expertise, and teamwork made this achievement possible.” 

Matthias Siemer, President BENTELER Automotive Components Europe & MENA, 
added: “This project is an excellent example of what sets our teams apart. We bring 
demanding new technologies into industrial series production in a very short time. 
The combination of deep expertise in thermal management, innovative 
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manufacturing processes, and a trusting partnership with our customer was key to 
this success. We are extremely proud that the Volkswagen Group has recognized 
this achievement with the Group Award, and it motivates us to continue on the path 
we have chosen.” 

The Volkswagen Group Award is presented annually to selected strategic partners 
that demonstrate outstanding performance in innovation, industrialization, quality, 
collaboration, and operational excellence. With this award, the Volkswagen Group 
underscores the importance of close, trusted collaboration throughout the value 
chain and recognizes partners that make a significant contribution to the 
transformation of the automotive industry. 

 

 
Photo and caption: 
Ralf Göttel (l.), CEO BENTELER Group, received 
the Volkswagen Group Award from Kai Grünitz (r.), 
Member of the Board of Management of the 
Volkswagen Brand for Technical Development. 
(Picture: © Volkswagen Group) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
About BENTELER  
BENTELER is a global group of companies serving customers in automotive technology, the energy 
sector and mechanical engineering. As a globally active specialist in the field of metal processing, we 
develop, produce and distribute safety-related products, systems and services worldwide.  
In the 2025 financial year, Group revenues were around €8.0 billion. 
The BENTELER Group is managed by BENTELER International Austria GmbH, which is headquartered 
in Salzburg, Austria. Our more than 20,000 employees at around 90 locations worldwide offer first-class 
manufacturing and distribution expertise – passionately and close to our customers. 

www.benteler.com        
 
About BENTELER Automotive Components 
The BENTELER Automotive Components division consolidates our activities in component 
manufacturing. As a development partner for the world’s leading automotive manufacturers, we create 
tailored solutions for our customers. The product portfolio includes components for chassis, bodywork, 
engine and exhaust systems. 
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