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HOLON and Rhein-Main-Verkehrsverbund cooperate on autonomous mobility 
 
 BENTELER subsidiary HOLON and Rhein-Main-Verkehrsverbund (RMV) sign a 

memorandum of understanding to harness the potential of autonomous vehicles 
in local public transport.  

 The goal is to push forward the integration of autonomous vehicles in RMV by 
2030. 

 First HOLON vehicles to be in test operation from 2026 – subject to funding and 
contract placement.  

 
Paderborn, April 8, 2024. HOLON, a subsidiary of the BENTELER Group, and the Rhein-Main-
Verkehrsverbund (RMV) are advancing autonomous mobility in local public transport: both 
companies aim to integrate autonomous shuttles into the RMV. Representatives from both sides 
recently signed a joint memorandum of understanding to this end.  

HOLON CEO Dr. Henning von Watzdorf: “Our common goal is to fully exploit the potential of 
autonomous vehicles in local public transport. This is important to us as a vehicle manufacturer, 
and RMV as one of the largest transport associations in Germany. We both want to offer 
passengers an efficient, safe and sustainable autonomous transport solution. That’s why we will 
identify and use the synergies between our organizations in the future.” 

RMV Managing Director Prof. Knut Ringat: “At RMV, we have been testing autonomous mobility 
in local public transport in various projects since 2019. Together with HOLON, we are aiming for 
the next milestone, the integration of autonomous vehicles in regular operations. Adding 
autonomous mobility to the transport mix will make travel services more dependable in times of 
an ongoing shortage of skilled workers. It will also enable us to offer our passengers even more 
flexible and frequent services in future.” 

Focus on exchanging knowledge 

The future cooperation will focus on the regular exchange of knowledge between the companies 
in order to jointly master the challenges of autonomous vehicle use. Both parties intend to 
complement existing transportation services by integrating autonomous vehicles. To this end, 
new standards and technologies for the connectivity of vehicles and infrastructures will be 
developed and innovative solutions for accessing and paying for mobility services driven 
forward.  

The vehicles are designed for barrier-free accessibility to meet the needs of people with limited 
mobility. Underlining this, Dr. Henning von Watzdorf explained: “HOLON wants to make mobility 
accessible to everyone. The Mover is therefore designed to be inclusive: It’s equipped with twin 
electrically operated sliding doors with light barriers and an automatic ramp. It can also be 
lowered to facilitate easier entry. For the visually handicapped, additional support through 
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Braille and an audiovisual guide during the journey is available.” 

HOLON Mover to be available in central Germany from 2026 

This is not the first cooperation with a major German public transport association for HOLON. 
The company has already announced the start of a pilot project in northern Germany, where it is 
cooperating with Hamburger Hochbahn. Now the mobility of the future will also be shaped in the 
middle of the country. From 2026, several vehicles from HOLON shall be available for 
integration in test operation, subject to funding and contract placement. To this end, the 
memorandum of understanding also covers infrastructure as well as homologation and licensing 
procedures. 
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About BENTELER  
BENTELER is a global company serving customers in automotive technology, the energy sector and mechanical engineering. As 
metal processing specialists, we develop, produce and distribute safety-related products, systems and services worldwide. In doing 
so, we are guided by our corporate values of courage, ambition and respect. 
In the 2023 financial year, Group revenues were around €8.8 billion.  
The BENTELER Group is managed by BENTELER International AG, based in Salzburg, Austria. Our around 23,000 employees at 
86 locations in 26 countries offer first-class manufacturing and distribution competence – all dedicated to delivering a first-class 
service wherever our customers need us.  
BENTELER. The family of driven professionals. Since 1876. 

www.benteler.com     
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About HOLON 
HOLON is a subsidiary of BENTELER. With well-founded know-how in automotive technology and industrialization as well as the 
continuous implementation of new technologies for electromobility, the company develops autonomous movers for the vehicle 
market of the future. To do this, HOLON works with technology companies, local public transport companies and mobility-as-a-
service providers. 
www.driveholon.com  
 
 
About Rhein-Main-Verkehrsverbund 
The Rhein-Main-Verkehrsverbund (RMV) is one of the largest public transport associations in Germany. It coordinates and 
organizes regional bus and rail transport over an area of around 14,000 square kilometers. That is around two thirds of the area of 
the federal state of Hesse. Approximately 5 million people live in the area covered by the association, or 6.7 million if the inhabitants 
of the transitional tariff areas are included. The association was launched in 1995 and moves around 800 million passengers a year, 
or around 2.5 million per working day. RMV thus makes a significant contribution to the development of the Rhine-Main area as a 
vibrant metropolitan region. 
www.rmv.de  
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